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2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 34-45 . 

3. (3 The drawings filed on 06 May 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: None of the 
prior art of record teach or suggest an apparatus having a compression module, a 
transfer device and a thermal cycle molding module (injection molding module) for 
forming a dosage form. The closest prior art (GB reference 759,081 ) teaches two 
compression-molding modules and a transfer device, but fails to disclose or suggest 
that the second of the two molding modules is an injection-molding module. Sowada 
(2002/0028240) discloses a timed release compression coated solid composition 
wherein injection molding of a coating is suggested, but the reference fails to disclose or 
suggest the structure for performing such a step. Upon reconsideration the mentioning 
of injection molding by Sowada is interpreted as an area of further consideration. It is 
clear from applicant's response that substantial work would be needed to develop the 
mentioning of injection molding by Sowada into a viable apparatus for performing the 
encapsulation of a compression molded dosage form by injection molding. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert B. Davis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 129. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9-5:30. 



Application/Control Number: 09/966,939 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 1722 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda L. Walker can be reached on 571-272-1 151. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). / 
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